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Underdevelopment and its ill-illuminated
cultural factors

We live in a world where evil is found at all levels. Whether in our countryside as in our towns
and villages, evil reigns supreme. He has changed habits, he maintains hatred, he diverts
consciences, he indoctrinates peoples...
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YES LORD | BELIEVE

e is risen! This is news that brings joy,
causes rejoicing and arouses hope.
But is this message received in the
same way by everyone? Do we really believe in
what we celebrate? Do we really think that
Christis risen? If we believe him, what makes us

think he really is?
Why believe in Jesus?

Those who have faith have reason to hope. The
resurrection of Christ is a reason to believe that
there is still hope for all who choose to trust
him. If we have the grace to still be alive, it is
precisely because God the Father, through
Christ, still has plans for us. We still have time to
be reconciled with him for those who have
come out of his love or to continue to put our
hope in him, for those who are in this love in
order to experience his wonders in their lives.
Our testimony may not be going ease all the
wounds but it will always matter in an
increasingly skeptical world. It is not necessarily
a question of rekindling the hope of many or
lead many to believe. It is above all a question
of having the grace of being taken seriously by
a person who will then have the grace of being

followed by another person and so on.
He rose for you, not for me

There are many who, while others are rejoicing
because Christ is risen, will be lamenting and

weeping. They will not believe that Christ is
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really resurrected. When we approach them to
bring them to share our very great joy, they will
ask us to leave them alone because if Christ is
really risen for us, it is not the case for them.
They will not limit themselves to making these
declarations to us. They will give us concrete
proof of their “disbelief”. They will tell us that
because of the war they have lost members of
their families. They will tell us that until they see
their circumstances changed, they will not
believe that Christ is truly risen. They are not
wrong to think so. Thomas already did not
believe his
brothers when
they told him
that they had

seen Christ. He

told them that until he saw the nail marks and
put his finger to his side, he would not believe.
Even if we will certainly not succeed in solving
all the problems of the world, we must be sure
that Christ, who is at the heart of the life of each
individuals, will do everything possible so that
all men are happy despite the trials they go
through. As an auxiliary of God, we contribute
modestly at our level in this project of love
because if we want to continue to contemplate
the marvels of God in our lives, other people
need even more that we pray for them so that
they also have a face that reflects the

resurrection of Christ.
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Justice populaire et propriété de Dieu

a justice appartient a Dieu. Puisque nous sommes sur terre, elle appartient particulierement a
ceux a qui il a donné cette autorité. Les enfants de Dieu sont libre ; mais leur liberté ne les donne
pas le droit de se faire justice eux-mémes, parce que pour vraiment faire régner 'ordre dans une

société raisonnable, il faut laisser cette responsabilité a ceux qui ont été mandaté par le Seigneur.
Comment ne pas se faire justice soi-méme quand on observe autant d’injustices autour de nous ?

Aucun étre humain n’a le droit d’enlever la vie d’autrui. Si notre Pére est miséricordieux, nous devons
I'étre tout autant. Il est trop facile d’enlever la vie d’autrui. La liberté que le Seigneur nous a donnée
doit étre raisonnée. Méme si malheureusement certaines autorités ne font pas leurs travail comme elles
devraient le faire, nous pouvons toujours nous constitué légalement et réclamé justice par une plainte

collective au cas ou nous ne sommes pas d’accord avec une certaine décision de justice.

Et cette vie qui ne reviendra jamais ?

Méme si nous pouvons comprendre la colére d’'une ou des victime(s) et leur

détermination a Oter la vie du coupable en réparation du préjudice subi, la

meilleure solution n’est pas la justice populaire. Méme si le salaire du péché

c’est la mort, nous n"avons pas le droit d’enlever la vie d’autrui. Aucun étre
humain ne sait combien de fois il aurait mérité ne plus vivre mais le Seigneur I'a maintenu en vie. En

enlevant la vie d’autrui nous montrons clairement que nous ne sommes pas meilleurs que le « criminel ».
L'option de la raison et du courage

La justice populaire est une forme de lacheté. Les auteurs de ces forfaits sont toujours composés d’une
moindre minorité témoins des faits et d’'une grande majorité qui sans prise de recul préalable se met a
violenté I'accusé. On ne s’est jamais rien du coupable sauf que c’est un « criminel ». On n’a jamais une
information supplémentaire sur lui. Tous ce qu’on sait c’est qu’on doit en finir avec sa vie. Les auteurs
de ces crimes collectifs se réfugient toujours derriére le prétexte de justice populaire pour fuir leur
responsabilité. On ne sait jamais qui a frappé. On sait seulement que plusieurs ont porté un coup et
mort s’en est suivie. L’hypothese de la présence de bandits parmi ceux qui enlévent la vie d’autrui n’est
pas a exclure. « Ne vous faites pas justice vous-méme mais laissez agir la justice de Dieu ». Nous devons

apprendre a avoir du respect pour la vie des autres. Soyons miséricordieux comme notre Pére céleste.
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The case of the month
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Underdevelopment and its ill-illuminated cultural factors.

ne of the lessons that can be drawn from the parable
of the good seed and the tares is that good and evil
coexist so that whoever is aware of the evil he is doing
through the evangelistic efforts of children of God decides to break
with the evil that leads to death and chooses the path of eternal

life.

We live in a world where evil is found at all levels. Whether in our
countryside as in our towns and villages, evil reigns supreme. He
has changed habits, he maintains hatred, he diverts consciences,
he indoctrinates peoples, he gives bad orientations to teachings;
he always acts to distance men
from the path of life. Because of
him men prefer the city to the

village under the pretext that the

villages are anchors of evil and that
it is better to live in the city. It is not false but, whether in town or
elsewhere, as living beings having had the grace by the Holy Spirit
of God to have the title of children of God, we are children of light
called to live in a world of darkness for the glory of God and the

salvation of the world.

It is men who have perverted customs. Men hide
behind customs to carry out incongruous practices

that do not contribute to development

Cultural identity

What defines a man is his culture. Whatever country or continent
we live in, our cultural identity is one of the components of our

DNA. It is she who allows us to know who we are and where we
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are going. She is a source of
pride. It is a factor of
development and social
cohesion supposed to spread
to a greater dimension for
the good of all. It is therefore
not bad in itself because
everything that aims for the
good of a locality and that of
a greater majority is also the
will of God. But it is bad
because all that is linked to
underdevelopment and
other ‘"selfish" practices
always emanate from the will

of men.
The selfishness of man

It is men who have perverted
customs. Men hide behind
customs to carry out
incongruous practices that
do not contribute to
development. Men create
laws and fashion them in
their images. They construct
laws similar to the quality of
their hearts. Evil exists
everywhere. If it remains and

persists everywhere, it is
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quite simply because men are bad. Whenever there is a problem
somewhere, it is always men's selfishness that is at the root. Even
what we can simply fix we cannot fix because we are selfish. As
long as we do not banish this malicious evil which is in our hearts
because of ourselves, we constitute and will always constitute

brakes with the true development.

Ancestral cultures are elements of truth that need
other elements of truth to be better enlightened and
better enlighten the world in order to break

definitively with inhuman and shameful practices.

Christianity and Cultures

The expansion of Christianity is a grace of God which aims to
combine the light of Christ with those which already exist so that
men arrive at a more enlightened “F ""W‘Q' v
culture. We are not saying that
before the arrival of Christianity
men did not live in the light.
Ancestral cultures are elements of
truth that need other elements of truth to be better enlightened
and better enlighten the world in order to break definitively with
inhuman and shameful practices. When a human being does evil,
he is aware of the evil he is doing. There are good and bad
ancestors. Whoever pretends to act well in the name of the

ancestors by doing harm to others is a liar who has bad ancestors.

The choice to become a Christian is not a moment of breaking with
culture. Culture is part of human identity. Christ helps Christians
to live their culture in a more enlightened way. Christ himself was
a Jew. He respected his culture, yet he advocated for a culture of
love; that is to say, a culture of honesty and sincerity towards
oneself and towards others. Christianity did not come to demonize

cultures. It is the Selfishness of men that has propagated this
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paralyzing false doctrine.
Christianity came to tell men
that whoever breaks with a
wrong way of life and
accepts the risen Christ in his
life as Lord and Saviour will
live by the Holy Spirit of God
who will help him live in
harmony with his cultural
identity. It is not a question
of having one foot in
Christianity and another foot
elsewhere. It is about
learning to trust the one we
have chosen and knowing
the limit that we must not
cross. Real development is
not only economic. He is also
ecological, socio-cultural,
technical and demographic.
It is people who are the basis
of development. Those who
want this ideal of prosperity
to be effective and to grow
more in their locality and in
their country must begin to
respect each other; respect
others culture, be aware that
we are all brothers despite
the divergent points of view
so as not to not sink into
unhealthy attitudes that are
signs of true

underdevelopment.
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Relations d’inter-redevances

a maniere dont le
monde  est géré
privilégie toujours La
sauvegarde et la
préservation d’intéréts. Tout
est une affaire d’intérét : Tu
me donne, je te donne. Tu ne
me donne pas, je ne te

donne pas.
La course aux intéréts

Celui quin’arienn’aura rien.
« Combien me donnerez-
vous pour que je vous le
livre ? ». Puisque tout le
monde doit toujours avoir
guelgue chose a donner en
retour, les relations se
nouent afin que I'on puisse
bien profiter les uns des
autres. Si je sais que tu as des
moyens et j'apprends que tu
traverses  une  période
douloureuse, je ne viens pas
premiérement te consoler
parce que tu vas mal mais
avant tout parce que j'ai des
intéréts a préserver chez toi.
Si je sais que tu n’as rien et
que tu ne peux rien me

donner, je trouve un moyen

Review n° 34 April 2022

afin que tu me sois redevable

parce que rien n’est gratuit.
Quéte de suprématie

Les plus forts peuvent se
plaindre mais les plus faibles
auront toujours tort. Tandis
que les plus forts cherchent a
maintenir leur suprématie,
les plus faibles cherchent a
voir la lumiere et quand ils
semblent y parvenir, ils sont

assiégés ou immobilisés.

comme les autres, ils ne

méritent pas d’avoir un
pouvoir de décision. Le regne
de la paix semble étre plus
garanti quand les plus faibles
demeurent et les plus forts

perdurent.
Les systemes égocentriques

Tout le monde a ses
préoccupations et cherchent
alesrésoudre avant celle des

autres. C’'est une chose tout
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Géographie

a fait normale qui devient
préoccupante quand ce qui
concerne lautre ne me
concerne que si jai des
intéréts a préserver chez lui.
On est prét a tout pour les
siens méme s'il faille détruire
la vie des autres. Tout le
monde a des problemes a
tous les niveaux peut-étre
pas avec la méme ampleur,
mais tout le monde doit
toujours y faire face en
prenant des mesures qui
s'imposent. C'est peut-étre
dans ce sens gu’il ne faut pas
en vouloir l'autre en tant
gu’étre humain mais en tant
gue systéme. L'aide n’est
jamais gratuite pour celui qui
veut une assistance. Plus on
a des moyens, plus on peut
se faire des amis de qui on
peut espérer quelque chose
par la suite. L'étre humain ne
fait jamais rien pour rien. |l
vise toujours quelque chose
de bien précis et tres

bénéfique pour lui.
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ALSO VISIT OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL
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ma lumiére et mon salut ™

(https:/ /www.youtube.com/channel/UCGYz]LIMApVn5zpQt9jVOMA)

Writing: my Light and my Salvation
Word of God: People’s Bible

References: (Mathieu 26, 15 ; Romains 12, 19 ; Mathieu 13, 24-43)
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Sites internet http://www.malumiereetmonsalutl.e-monsite.com
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ma Lumidre et mon Salut Avril 2022
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